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Sectioned 50 Olds-a custom classic 





Coming Soon! 


“RESTYLE 


YOUR CAR” 


A treasury of 
customizing ideas 
by Barris & Potter 


@ Easier Restyling 

© Costs & Styles 

@ Home Customizing 
© New Striping Fad On Your Newsstand 
@ Fiberglassing April 9—or order 

@ Color Schemes by mail 





Here are all the facts—how to do-it-yourself and save money, too. The most complete book 
on customizing ever published that tells and shows, with hundreds of photos, how to go about 
the customizing process you select. Includes the latest facts on fiberglassing, striping and 
color schemes. 


FLYING SAUCERS On Sale Now! 


Fact or fiction? 








Read this book and decide for yourself! 


Here are the scientific reasons why there can be 

flying saucers or some similar flying objects; how invention 
and ingenuity put them into the realm of possibility. 
Scientific and personal opinions of leading authorities 
throughout the world who have spent years in research. 
USAF reports on investigations since 1947. 





r 
TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


| am enclosing $___ __—. @ 85¢ each (to cover postage, etc.) 75: 
Please send me the following books as indicated: 


[] RESTYLE YOUR CAR [] FLYING SAUCERS AT YOUR 
name__ - ae . . = 7 NEWSSTAND! 


address__ ——— —— - - — (or mail your 
order today!) 























WE HAVE A LIMITED 
SUPPLY OF THOSE POPULAR 
TEARDROP SPOTLIGHTS! 


Eastern Auto scoops the industry by 
bringing back the most popular spot- 
light of all time with custom enthusiasts! 
We now have an exclusive supply of 
luxury-brand lights, designed to our 
own bullet-shaped specifications, that 
— are the answer to every customizer's 
dream! 
George Barris, famous custom de- 
signer and. builder, not only endorses 
these Teardrops — he's installing them 














@ 5” SEALED BEAM LENS! on his own custom dream-cars. 
@ JEWELER’S CHROME FINISH! Mounts on windshield molding of cars 
@ FULLY ADJUSTABLE — with wrap-around windshields! 

360° TURNING RADIUS! Specify make and year of car 
@ COMPLETE WITH MOUNTING HURRY! WHILE 

BRACKETS! THEY LAST %22.50 each 


“DO-IT-YOURSELF” 


X TENSION-BROWS 
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California 


ROCKET-LITES 


For all ‘52-56 Fords and 
Thunderbirds. Genuine Olds 
“Rocket™ lenses mounted on 
sparkling chrome, solid 
1-piece rims (no screws or 
rivets). Simple conversion in 
minutes—no cutting, welding, 
or drilling. Chev. "49-54. Ford '49-51. 
Only $11.95 per set Only $19.95 per pair 


"25% Deposit Required, F.0.8. Los Angeles, Postage 
C.0.D. Add 4% Sales Tax in California. 


Genuine TRICO units 
for 2 windows. Lifts, 
switches, all parts. Ford 
°52-55; Merc. ‘39-55 
(Specify) $19.95 set 


Now — give. your fenders the 

stylish new °57 hooded treat- 

ment with these custom pre- 

formed heavy-gauge steel stamp- 

ings! No cutting or alteration 

work. All you do is weld and 
! 


paint 
Spetify make and year: 
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3319 RC-§ SO. GRAND AVE. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 








first issue of our fifth year 


in this month's 


Most of the country’s top machinery 
went on display in Februory. Here 
are all the major . . . AUTO SHOWS 
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Found: A simple modification for the 
country's best seller— and it can be 
bockyard-done. TAILLIGHT SWAP FOR 
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Rarely customized, an older Buick 
goes under an lowan's torch to end 
up as an outstanding custom. It's . . . 
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it’s a fact, meen «+ 





RESTYLING and 
REPAIRING 


is ALY, with 


TAP KITS! 


TAPKITS contain genuine TAPOX 
the sensational new plastic “~ 
bonds fiberglass metal 


treated “Ar a 


cloth, 
ener, milled Pibergiaa, fibres, thix- 
atropic powder cY cups. 


spoons, brush 
trated instructions. one is tne kit 


tomizing . . Y $3. b 
TAPKIT C-25 contains over four 
times more material. This kit is 
adequate for hooding ~~ 
and more Y -' carcrafting . . 
ONLY $1245 ppd. 


TAPKIT C-50 is a ‘‘king-size’’ 
ng” kit. Ample for a com- 

ete fore-and-aft customizing job 
or for several mee repair 


jobs . Y $24 

THE GLASSER’S MANUAL— New 
my book for saeeains 

Non- yz 1 fully 

il strated. Contains over “at 
by. ae = a 

ing. finning, air scoops . 
$1.00 ppd. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 









TAPKITS are guaranteed 
te contain more *‘glass- 
" materials per dol- 
tar than any other 
kits on the 

market today ! 





*Carcratters . . . don't 


































just dream about 
that way out custom 
build it yourself at home 
with TAP’s new, low-cost 
carcrafting kits! 


WITH TAPKITS you 
can hood your headlights, 
fin your fenders, put on 
an air scoop, patch dents 
and rust-outs on any avto 
body. No torch or ex- 
pensive metal-work- 
ing tools required. 
Beginners get profes- 
sional results on their 
first jobs! GET GOIN 


MAN 


AUTOMOTIVE 
SUPPLY JOBBERS ORDER 
Write today for the 
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| *Taylor & Art, inc., Plc 
Dept. RC-5, 1710 E. 12th St., Oakland 6, California 
| $—________enclosed. Send the following immediately, 
| postpaid. 

| Cj C-10 ($3.95) [) C-25 ($12.45) [) C-50 ($24.95) 
| () THE GLASSER’S MANUAL ($1.00) 

| C) Send me my FREE copy of your J6 page, illustrated 
| brochure: “CUSTOMIZING IS EASY-WITH TAPKITS.” 
| 

| 

| 

i. 


Name. 
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del-me-jit-lailele mii al— 


F SPECIAL interest is this month’s auto show tour. R & C’s 

pickup put in its appearance at four widely separated displays 
as has been promised for lo these many years. It was extremely 
interesting for us to view these shows — Sacramento, Calif., Man- 
hattan, Kansas, Ft. Wayne, Ind., and Hartford, Conn., and to com- 
pare the various types of work being done throughout the country. 
It appears that California no longer is superior in styling, work- 
manship or variety of automotive ideas if the Midwestern and 
and Eastern shows are any indication..Our only wish is that the 
competing machinery from the shows visited could be gathered 
together beneath a single roof. The California cars might overpower 
the others by volume, but in no other field. 

Our trek took us straight across the country — over 3,600 miles 
— and the shows ranged from the small, one-day variety to what has 
come to be perhaps the largest — Connecticut’s Autorama, And no 
matter where we went, the show of strength by rodders was the 
same. Always more machinery showed up than exhibit space could 
hold and always booths manned by local hot rod groups drew large 
crowds as the whys and wherefores of organized rodding were 
patiently explained to the many interested people. 

Wherever we travelled with the pickup, we were met with an 
almost embarrassing amount of publicity and fanfare. Apparently 
word of the R & C %-ton has spread, for the thousands of fans 
throughout the country who viewed it at the four shows recognized it 
immediately, and for this we are very grateful. Grateful, too, are 
we to the many clubs, groups and sponsoring organizations whom 
we met. We only wish that each and every individual could be 
thanked personally, but this would be an overwhelming task. We 
didn’t meet a single rodder between California and Connecticut who 
could be considered as being detrimental to the sport. All were 
extremely well mannered, and in general a real tribute to hot rodding. 
Again, thanks. Hot rodding is really coming into its own — at last 
— and we consider ourselves lucky being a part of it. 

On tap for next month’s issue is even more machinery from 
all portions of the country. The show cars on the following pages 
this month are but a small percentage of those we unearthed on 
tour, Competition cars, customs, and those between, and from the 
Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic will be displayed in here four weeks 
from now. But let’s not sell this edition short, after all you spent 
hard earned money for it — so read on and enjoy it. @ s.m. 
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"57 CUSTOMS 


Messrs. Henning & Ritch said, in 
your December issue, that the ’57 Ply- 
mouth looked as though it had already 
been in one of the better custom shops. 
If this is true, the shop should soon be 
closed up! As for the “custom styling” 
of H & R’s version, don’t worry, it’ll 
never be copied. 

The car is just too goofy looking to 
even bother with customizing. The 
bumper looks like the entrance to an 
atomic reactor, and the lights look 
like the trailing edge of a pair of brass 
knuckles. Restyle that? Phooey! 


Terry Forman Chicago, IIl. 


NEVER SAY DIE 


It seems the days of the street road- 
ster are numbered. Not only are the 
current bunch of hot rodders at a loss 
to build a roadster as it should be built 
— it’s impossible to even find a body 
with. which to start. I’ve been to East- 
ern, Western and Mid-Western auto 
shows and have seen literally hun- 
dreds of roadsters of all types, but I 
haven’t seen a single one to match the 
California rods of the pre-war era. Too 
bad, the street roadster was the great- 
est car to ever roll from a garage. But 
now they are gone. 





e Come now. Those who are lucky 
enough to both see, drive, or work on a 
pre-war roadster, and do the same to 
machinery being turned out today, 
won't agree. Today's A- or T-bodied 
rod is every bit as good — indeed, better 
— than the “road-duster” of ’41. As for 
a body shortage, that’s true. The rod- 
ders have unearthed most of the use- 
able bodies — but there are still a few 
of them around. 
(continued on p. 60) 
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FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, lll., Dept. F-59# 








REGISTRATION & DRIVER'S 
LICENSE. SIMULATED CALIFORNIA 
DOCUMENTS. HAVE YOUR OWN 
ROD OR CUSTOM CAR STATISTICS 
ON AUTHENTIC APPEARING 
PHOTO-STAT, WALLET SIZE, CARDS 


Just send complete information, age, wgt., hgt., 
etc., and make, model, style, hp, best e.t., top 
Ye mi., speed, car name, with $1 te...0. E. 
Jones, 1246 $. Gak, Santa Ana, Calif. 











5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
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NEW for 1957 FORD! 


Chrome Visored Headlamp Rim 
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The western scene gracing our cover this trip emanates from the proximity 
of this location to the home of Cover Car owner Hap Anderson. Photographer 


COVERage 


rod and custon 


Photos by Beindorft 


Fred Beindorff captured Misses Abby Adams, Hilda Sterling, and Pavia 





_ LOOK at it, the average person 
would think Hap Anderson’s con- 
vertible was just another Oldsmobile. 
But to one who appreciates the finer 
points of customizing, Hap’s car easily 
rates a perfection-plus scoring. Em-. 
bodying but relatively minor altera- 
tions (with the exception of the BIG 
one), the 50 has undergone a nosing 
and decking, plus other touches such 
as de-handling, slight lowering and an 
inches-deep maroon lacquer paint job. 
Cars such as this are certainly not 
cover bait — but a is. Here’s why: 
Sectioning is without question 
most difficult, tedious and delicate job 
one can perform on an automobile. 
Fouled up, the project can reduce a 
perfectly good automobile to junk, But 


Westrope, discussing Hop's classic, on a 4x5 Anscochrome transparency. 


properly carried out, sectioning adds 
that “something” which the car’s de- 
signers just can’t seem to capture. 
Sectioning, as applied, means the 
removal of a strip of metal from 
around a car’s waist, thus reducing its 
overall height by the amount removed. 
Hap’s Olds lost five inches of this 
height; five full inches all the way 
around. And yet the car retains its 
original appearance — making it a true 
classic, one which will undoubtedly be 
referred to, time after time, as custom 
car articles continue to roll from the 
trpeeriers across the country. 
ough Hap alone is responsible 
for the fine appearance of the car as 
it appears on this month’s cover, he 
acquired it only after it had seen sev- 


ROD & CUSTOM 
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A single custom modification makes an outstanding car 
from what would otherwise be “just another Olds” 


eral various owners. Bodyman Curly 
Davis (responsible for much of the 
work on the R & C pickup) did the 
lion’s share of the metalwork, subse- 
quent owners adding odds and ends 
as time went on. 

Articles on sectioning have always 
stressed that the horizontal cut be 
made at the widest part of the car — 
but Hap’s doors were pruned off the 
bottom thus lessening the metal-finish- 
er’s chore. But the quarter panels were 
severed dead center, the cut dropping 
down ‘round back to virtually elimi- 
nate the panel beneath the deck lid. 

The cowl cuts were made through 
the center, but the fenders, like the 
doors, were cut along the bottom with 
the wheel wells being raised to permit 


MAY, 1957 


steering, and a flair added. 

The five inches removed amounts to 
the maximum which could be cut from 
this model car. The hood just barely 
misses the top of the special, low air 
cleaner, and there remains barely 
enough room for the top to fold be- 
hind the seat. Interior leg room is still 
sufficient despite the reduction of 
space between dashboard and floor. 
The seats have been dropped threé 
inches — by removal of the adjustment 
tracks — thus headroom with the top 
in place remains essentially the same. 

Hap’s sectioned convertible definitely 
fills an empty niche in the annals of 
customizing — a true classic being cre- 
ated by little more than a single 
modification! @ 








Inside displays black and white Nav- 
gahyde covered seats and panels 
spotted evenly with white buttons. 
Front seat was lowered by removal 
of adjustment tracks, allowing more 
comfortable seating and plenty of 
head room with convertible top up. 
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Outside removal of hood ornament and door handles plus the 
peaking of the hood add substantially to the already beautiful 
lines brought about by sectioning. Front fender cutouts have 
been raised and the flared portion added to facilitate full steer- 
ing. Parking lights resting on stock grille give first hint as to what 
has taken place between skilled body man and stock machine. 
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Back end shows large expanse 
of uncluttered deck lid with 
“outcasts” plaque neatly se- 
cured tq top of stock bumper. 
Dual pipes extend from under- 
neath and stock taillight units rest 
in normal position, though sever- 
al inches lower, often giving 
the untrained observer a feel- 
ing of complete bewilderment. 


Underside of hood reveals mod- 
ified Olds engine complete with 
Winfield cam, ‘56 Olds heads 
and valve train and topped off 
with a 4 throat carburetor and 
bonnet-type air cleaner. Stripiag 
of the dash boord and strange 
walking eyeball on the horn but- 
ton is by local artist “Von Dutch”. 
Dodge Royal Lancer hub-caps 
and white wall tires are finishing 
touches to this Classic Custom. 
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Beautiful ‘27 “tT” coupe is painted fire engine red, has red and 
white navgahyde interior, full race 320 cubic inch G.M.C. engine, 
Model “A” bumpers, sealed beom headlights and later chassis 
with “Dago” axle and ‘40 Ford hydraulic brakes to finish off job. 


View shows two .of the three partitioned rooms of the display 
building. Participants came from all over Northern and Southern 
California to exhibit their cars for the people of the capitol city. 
In foreground is very wild ‘56 Chevrolet flamed and striped by 
Dean Jeffreys of los Angeles who spent the three days happily 
practicing his painting art on rods and customs taking part in show. 


Mercury from bay area has had a complete face- 
lifting. The shortened Mercury center grille bar is 
all that remains of the once stock front end. Head- 
lights are frenched and parking lights are mounted 
in recessed front fenders. Hand formed gravel pan 
is frenched to the fenders and gives a massive look. 
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Immaculate “Deuce” three window is 
first one in crea to sport quad head- 
lights. Motive power is provided by an 
Olds V8 coupled to a stick shift trans- 
mission. Paint is bronze metallic with 
entire front end running gear chromed. 


Joe Bailon of San Francisco produced 
beautiful custom Mercury with aid of 
fiber glass. Chromed steel tubing forms 
grille-like panel below deck lid. Tail- 
lights and backup lights are mounted 
neatly and logically above bumperettes. 











OR THE seventh straight year, Cailfornia’s capitol city of Sacramento played 
host to Autorama where the cream of the Pacific Coast’s crop gathered for the 
three day event. 

Eighty of the most colorful cars which could be assembled vied for trophys in 
more than thirty classes. 

Revealing that pickup trucks are receiving more than their share of popularity 
at present, two of the show’s “Outstanding Award” trophies went to haulers. 
One to Joe Bailon’s passenger car/cum pickup, and the other to the Barris '56 
Chevy, entitled “Kopper Kart”. 

That fins are being put on everything with wheels was displayed by the many 
customs which turned up with these appendages worked into the styling theme. 

Here are but a few of the fabulous cars of this long-established show. 


Fabulous custom ‘56 Chevrolet pickup is chopped, sectioned, has quod headlights, custom bed, 
television, telephone, hi-fi system and is valued at $17,000 by owner George Barris of Los Angeles. 


Fram ‘55 Chevy passenger car to custom pickup truck was route taken by Joe Bailon of Bay Area. 
Fiber gloss was used extensively to change sedate sedan to hardy hauler with advertising grille. 
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ANHATTAN, KANSAS, took on the appearance of a motorized communit} 

as spectators and competing enthusiasts flocked to town for the Third Annu 
Rod and Custom Show. Most of the Midwest’s top-notch machinery showed t 
semi- and full customs as well as competition coupes, sedans and dragsters —& 
vie for trophys in seven classes. 

The R & C pickup truck stopped by to lend a little glamour to the display, 
the request of the sponsoring Manhattan Timing Association, but it was the nie 
built, well designed local cars which drew the capacity crowd. 

On the following pages we present the most outstanding cars of the even 
the Best of the Midwest. 


Brake and clutch pedals are mounted overhead style with clutch being operated . 
right is ‘34 competition roadster built from five ‘window coupe and mounted on ‘40 Ford type 


lowdown ‘55 Plymouth uses trim and paint design from big sister, DeSoto. Keeping if all in the 
family, taillight lenses are ‘55 Chrysier, neatly tucked into fender tips. Pipes exit through bumper. 


Photos by Spence 


A rare thing is this Pontiac, 
Vee-Eight engine for dragster 
power. Chassis is well 
constructed, 

featuring Hovudaille- 
dampened, torsion-sprung, 
Ford rear axle. Body 

is natural finish 

oluminum. Ford ‘front 

axle is drilled to reduce 
unsprung weight. Adapters 
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All-out for go, this Ford haviler has a 
metal panel in place of the old grille 
comb. Front brakes have been removed 
and cycle tires and slicks are used. 
Olds Rocket blows into huge headers. 


Sparkling chrome and brilliant lacquer 
attroct the crowds to this Kansas City 
beauty. 360 cubic inched Oldsmobile is 
new power coupled to LaSalle gearbox 
for positive action. Overhead theme ex- 
tends even to clutch and brake pedal 
mounting. Mercury grille shell is new 
home for narrowed ‘54 DeSoto bar. Any 
resemblance to sheep-like following of 
established traditional customizing ended 
with use of Studebaker headlight rings, 
nicely blended to Chevy feeeee 














Something new in custom 
hubcaps is the use of 

spun aluminum discs, 

' built primarily for Bonneville 
° , and other top speed 
: competition, on a show car. 

Studebaker trim blips 

ere used for accent. Bet 
Moon never thought 

it would come to this 

when he first made theml 
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As in all the big Rod and Custom shows, lots 
of fabulous interiors were found in this Mid- 
western cavalcade. Some of the more ovt- 
standing cars had padded dashes, upholstered 
consoles and steering wheel covers. Practical 
idea was exhibited by one car that had tools 
arranged in zip-down case on underside 
of deck lid. Special trunk interiors often are 
as outstanding as passenger compartment. 
Make ideal cars for sneaking in drive-ins. 


| Midly chopped top with windshield laid back 
presents clean, proportional appearance on 
conservatively styled Ford tudor. Plymouth 
grille has solid appearance, updating styling 
several years. Crestline top saves metalwork. 
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Partially completed cars are to | 
be found at every rod and cus | 
tom auto revue. The very nature 
of the hobby of changing cars 
to suit one's self decrees that 
a slow process is in order. This 
*32 roadster is typical. In primer, 
not yet upholstered, yet clearly 
showing the hours of work spent 
in its construction, the Deuce 
demonstrates to the viewing 
public the inventive nature of 
avto-minded young Americans 
from one coast to the other. 


Flaming Chee-Vee car displays cleaned-up design as result of removing parking lights, excess orna- 
ments and emblems, then substituting ‘57 grille centerpiece for ‘55 model egg crating. Fire at avio 
shows is getting commonplace, with flame designs growing from campfires to roaring infernos. 
Dice, too, are as common as at the Las Vegas crap tables, having replaced baby shoes as firs? in 
the hearts (or eyes) of ovr countrymen. Octopi, (O. Vulgaris), other trivia also found below mirrors. 




















HE THIRD SHOW stop in R & C’s 

tour this month was at the War 
Memorial Coliseum in Ft. Wayne, Ind- 
iana, where the Tappet Tickers were 
holding forth with their First Annual 
Mid-West Rod and Custom Show. And 
if this one was any indication, then 
the already scheduled display next 
year will be an even bigger extrava- 
ganza than ever before seen. 

The best the area had to offer in way 
of rods and customs greeted attending 
enthusiasts from at least ten Midwest- 
ern states. Once again, the R & C truck 
took a back seat to the best that De- 
troit, Chicago and surrounding com- 
munities had to offer. 

The time-tested flathead V8 .dom- 
inated the engine scene, for all manner 
of machinery from customs to out-and- 
out dragsters, but the ohv V8 is fast 
gaining ground hereabouts. Lowest of 
the lot was the 41-inch high coupe, 
shown on these pages, and longest was 

‘the “Ranchero”-type pickup built pri- 
marily from a 1937 Cadillac seven- 
passenger sedan. But, since photo- 
graphs are worth many thousands of 
words, come with us as we tour the 
giant Memorial Coliseum. 


Ford, at right, displays engine through peek- 
a-boo hood framed with windshield trim. 
Grille is "54 Chevy. Merc, below, has ‘55 
Ford park lights and mesh. ‘53 Buick side 
molding breaks paint to balance chopped top. 


Hairy looking ‘rig is result of converting 
1937 Cadillac 7-passenger sedan into wild 
pickup. Standard-of-the-World has Ford bed 
and rear fenders, which is good styling bit. 
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Two examples of extreme channeling are seen on Ford coupes ten years apart in vintage. 





' 
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Above: ‘Thirty-six Ford convertible 
retains best features of original 
styling, is made contemporary by 
use of smooth tire cover, gas door, 
blended gravel pan. Right: ‘51 
Ford coupe has excellent taste by 
virtue of radivsed wheel openings, 
later model tail markers, mounted 
low, and backup lights in tips of 


windsplits. Sidestripping is shorter. 


Engines ore always crowd-pleasers at the car 
shows. A strikingly painted block with plenty 
of chrome-plated nuts, bolts and accessories 
will gother interest from novice and enthusi- 
ast alike. Buffed aluminum heads, manifolds 
and rocker arm covers, long, sweeping exhaust 
headers and several carburetors exemplify 
the essence of the hot rod sport. Many top 
shows give awards for the best-appecring 
engine placed on display. The GMC six-holer 
here was but one of many ovistanding mills 
shown to an enthusiastically interested public, 
which had come from hundreds of miles away 
to see fabulous collection of rods and customs. 
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Both rods and customs e eastern extravaganza. One of the most interesting 
cars was the beautiful, channeled '33 Heory-built shown below. Original fenders and running boards 
are used. The body has been moved rearward to compensate for the channel and the hood was 
lengthened to fill the gap. The top now features all steel construction. Basic design of the five-window 
is left, all changes serve to enchance the original character rather than destroy it. Contrary to normal 
jazz-it-up-for-the-show procedure, tires are functional appearing black-walls. Unfortunately, engine 
was not moved back, which would change weight distribution and substantially improve handling. 
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Spanning the nation, from the Pacific to the Atlantic, our last stop this month is 
Hartford, Connecticut, where the East’s best were unveiled to a public which is 

increasingly interested in the rod and custom world. 

As promised, R & C’s pickup truck showed up (perhaps setting a record for dis- 
tance traveled for show purposes — 3600 miles) which gave all concerned a chance 
to visually compare Eastern and Western workmanship. And, surprisingly enough, 
there appeared little difference. The rods and customs displayed might as well have 
been Coast-built with a single glaring exception; Calif. cars travel nose down while 
the Eastern counterparts have kept that low slinky look by dropping the tail end 
to a greater extent than the front. 

Hartford’s 7th Annual Autorama was bigger and better than the 6th — and the 
8th should be the largest of them all. It’s a display not to miss if it is all accessible 
to your home stomping grounds. 

Now, come with us as we look around the Armory building at the top-notch equip- 


ment displayed there. 
re 


‘Fifty Ford became a croucher following radical sectioning job. Merc front bumper and pan compliment 
front end which has hooded lights. Deck lid was trimmed off to fit stock lower panel. Trim used for 
paint separation is from '55 Pontiac. Retention of the well-designed, though stock hub caps is rare. 
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Whoops! '34 Tub looks out of place. Black rubber with lettering, no bumpers, no wheel 
rings, low-down in front. Hm! Other views would reveal California license plates, 
accounting for different appearance from more chrome-bedecked East Coast brethern. 


Competition version of ‘27 T 
pickup is long way from Ford's 
original plan for this model. 
Roots blower forces the 
goodies from two 97's 





‘55 Chevrolet has undergone minor mod- 
ifications emerging with a completely new 
personality. Longer look is attained by ad- 
dition of continental kit and the extending 
of rear fenders. Casters underneath the rear 
bumper prevent hang-up on driveways. 


Rare sight is a channeled ‘34 Chevy coupe. 
Highly-chromed, big GMC engine is coupled 
to long-armed, stick shift for rapid motivation. 
"36 Ford spare tire covers are used for fenders. 
"36 Ford in background is further proof of 
eastern enthusiasm for the classic models. 











Bill Gerald's Buick gets its California Tilt from deep 74%” drop up front, mild 
5” drop aft. Reworked A-frames and coil springs did the job forward while 
' blocks were used behind. '56 Buick taillights on ‘55's fenders help update car. 














Forward rake is aided by stock sweep- 
spear, the dominating line when car is 


viewed from this angle since doorhandles 
and portholes have been neatly ashcanned. 
Striping accentuates sculpture line just 
behind door. Outside pipes add to length. 
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Corvette bars, perched on grille 
mesh, are neat addition to otherwise 
unimaginative front end Buick boast- 
ed in "55. Frenched headlights use 
Ford chrome-lined rings. Color of 
car is jet black. Conservative modifi- 
cation cost approximately $1,000. 
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1 flew from my container and dug over to 
the slot that this chilly chump took up. 


BY GERALD ROUDE 





The slicks slipped as he yelled that he was splitting, then he let his go-wagon fly. — 
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5 TALE I’m about to spill, is 
about a darktime at the drag-an- 
eat pad, 

I had just tooled in, and the hopping 
one was taking my prescription when 
the breathing stuff was filled with the 
jive of a downward set of movie-town 

_halters. My block was set twistin’ until 
' into my blinkers came a sheen that 
would really pop you. The lid was gone 
off this can and a blinder of a mill 
» was in the hole, 
. 7 I gandered until my temptations 
eS could no‘longer be ceased. I flew from 
)° my container and dug over to the slot 
where this chilly chump had slithered. 
My peepers glommed onto four jugs 
).and all types of glitter. This frosty 
}-chump noised it about that the mill 
contained oversized slugs, long toss, 
) custom bump stick, large manhole cov- 
y ers, shaved lidg, split and finished sew- 
ers, over-twisted twisted ones and a 
long jump. He’d replaced the juice 
) pushers with dry ones. 
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Ilustrated by Peter Millar 


I fell to the hard stuff and screamed 
to jam, but he yelled that he was split- 
ting. He jammed it where it belonged 
and popped the sticker. The slicks 
slipped when he mashed on the long 
skinny one and deafened the bunch; 
then he squashed the binders. Slicing 
out again, he let his wagon fly. His 
Abe cogs got to it as he turned his 
chopped twister through the X and 
into his moving growler; a 4.44 to be 
exact, Again he dug away and dark- 
ened the hard stuff. Splits later only 
his scarlets were visible, 

I dug to my sheen and crawled 
through. It happened to be an A-type 
Henry with a Hot One. Visible were 
double jugs while inside spun a great 
bump stick. Dropping through the first | 
two, then hitting direct, I saw that I 
couldn’t catch the mad one. 

Since no chance was to be had, I 
split back to the witches pad, then to 
the stable. I sadly hit the sleeper and 
soon was out. © 








Simple, yet effective, restyling — at home. 


TAILLIGHT SWAP 


Stock "56 Chevy taillight houses the gas fill 
pipe which must be re-routed before addition 
of Lincoln taillight lenses. This is easily ac- 
complished by rovting filier opening into 
the trunk, connecting it up with the flexible 
neoprene hose and suitable clamps. 


Borely discernable in photo is flex pipe lead- 
ing to the new gas pipe location. Arrows 
indicate washers which hove been brazed 
onto inner edge of taillight opening and are 
used for retaining the lense in position. 
The Chevy taillight rim is kept unaltered. 
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ELL APPRECIATED among backyard restylers are the quick little how-to- 

do-its that can be performed in the home garage in a minimum of time and 
without an expensive array of tools and equipment. Nowadays, these are hard to 
come by for the late model car seems to be getting more difficult to work on and 
parts switching from one make to another just doesn’t seem to pan out as effort- 
lessly as it has during past years, But, luckily enough, a few exist and others are 
bound to come along as customizers discover what will fit where — easily and cheaply. 

Simplest switch to show up in a long time comes to us courtesy of Sam’s 
Auto Body in East Pasadena, Calif. Requiring no special tools, an attractive tail- 
light swap for the 56 Chevrolet can be made by substituting the lenses from a 
"55 Lincoln in the following manner: 


Pair of lenses from ‘55 Lincoln. The lenses are 
not cut or reshaped in any way, but a piece 
of clear lucite has been cemented across the 
backside, as shown on the lense at the right. 
Note the notch cut into the added piece for 
clearance around the taillight bulb. 


Photos by Beindorff 


Lense is inserted from the outside of car, self- 
tapping screws are run through washers inside 
the opening into the lucite panel added to the 
backside of the plastic lens. The chrome rim 
is replaced and — presto —a unque taillight. 
The time required shouldn't exceed two hours. 



























Mercury rear fenders show extensive re- 
working in form of slight fin and ‘‘Y" 
shaped opening formed with steel rod. 
Preforated metal backs the ‘56 Buick lenses. 


TAILLIGHTS 


=take your pick and 





Ford fender wind-split was extended to fill 
concave portion of frenched ‘56 Olds lights. 
Right: ‘55 Plymouth taillights sit at stock 
angle in the recontovred Merc fenders. 


OLLOWERS OF the fad of taillight swapping, it occured to us, might not own 
a Chevy— and thence could not perform the swap shown on the preceding 
pages — or they might not like the styling treatment this switch would result in. 
Whatever the case, here are a variety of taillight transplants — some requiring 
more work than others, yet each is simple, economical or truly one-of-a-kind. 


do it yourownself. 











Simple, yet effective, restyling — at home. 


GRILLE SWAP FOR THE 


These ore the parts needed for this swap: Left; '51 Ford. Top right; '56 Chrysler grille bar support 
trimmed to fit Ford's contours. Center right; ‘56 Chrysler top grille bar with bottom severed. Bottom he 
right; ‘56 Chevy grille which remains unaltered, yet neatly fills space inside Chrylser bar. br 


















Chrysler grille bar support is bolted 
to the lip of Ford's grille shell. 
This bor can be either frenched to 
fenders beneath headlights, or 
evenly trimmed and metal-screwed. 
Whichever method is used, spot 
painting will be necessary. For the 
final step, all that remoins .. . 


. is to mount the Chrysler bar to 
its shell segment. Seven bolts will do 
the job, oll holes aligning since 
these pieces were meant for each 
other. This will bring the project to 
completion — a grille that is distinc- 
tive yet easily built ond inexpensive. 
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Chevy grille is set into emptied Ford open- 
ing, screws are run through the bottom pan to 
retain it. Bracket is made to hold top edge 
of grille secure, is run from lip ahead of 
hood latch to center.of top grille bar. The 
bracket can be made from scraps of metal. 


USTOMIZERS are gradually run- 

ning out of ideas for grille switches 
for the ’49 through '51 Fords. Nearly 
every conceivable swap has already 
been made and those who look askance 
at borrowing another enthusiast’s ideas 
hesitate restyling their own cars using 
components that have already been in- 
stalled. Thus, this grille swap for the 
ever-popular °49-’51, should come as 
something of a revelation, Especially 
when the parts are reasonably inex- 
pensive, simply installed and where no 
welding or other torch work is involved 
if one wishes to sidestep it. Or the 
torching alone can be farmed out to a 
professional shop after the usually ex- 
pensive installation of such a grille has 
been accomplished at home. 

Again, Sam’s Auto Body in East 
Pasadena, Calif., is behind this instal- 
lation. Let’s watch and see what is 
necessary in order to put '56 Chevy 
grille bars, and a '56 Chrysler grille 
frame into the era’s most widely restyl- 
ed automobile. @ 











aR NRE 
GRILLES 


= distinctive and different. 


1949 Ford is brought up to date with 
the addition of '55 Ford grille and 
‘52 Chevrolet parking lights. Con 
cave mesh was bent to tighter radius 
at the ends to conform to size and 
front fenders below headlights, 
were reshaped to facilitate the park- 
ing light mount. Abbreviated Ford 
top bar bolts to shell. Hood has had 
semi-circular center portion filled 
ond fits flush with top grille bar, 





Photos by Beindorft 











Straight steel tubing with reces 
“V" bend in center is basis 

interesting grille of ‘51 Chevro 
Fenders and hood ore rework 
to give unusual flared openi 
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‘55 Dodge center grille bars 

into an otherwise stock Ford gri 
arrangement. This combinatic 
gives a pleasing and orginal kc 








USTOMIZERS WHO have chosen to go the grille-altering route but who have a 
different make of car from that shown on the pages preceding this, would do 
well to look over the variety of front ends revealed here. A couple boast of being 
truly professional and obviously expensive. The remainder can be effected in the 
garage with but few tools and a smattering of after-school or working hours. 
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Pair of 97's perch atop Weiand 
manifold, feed fuel into 269 in. 
flathead. Valve action is controlled 
by ao Harman experimental cam. 
Note the special header — only ten 
pair were made by Ford Motor Co. 
during 1936 for Indianapolis use. 


The decision to build a roadster ended with . . . 


The Golden Deuce 


"/NLEAN-CUT AND handsome”. 

Those are the words Gary Olsen 
might hear if he stood by his car while 
it was perked at the curb or at one of 
the local drag strips. And you’d prob- 
ably agree if you set eyes on this cool 
Deuce as she sparkles under her paint 
job of Harvest Gold lacquer, with con- 
trasting shades of black and gleaming 
chrome plating. 


As a part-time body man, the lucky 
owner, who, incidentally, hails from 
San Francisco’s Bay area, had plenty 
of time to decide what kind of car he 
wanted and the decision favored road- 
sters. So, when this little gem came to 
light, fenderless and in a half-finished 
condition, it was quickly snapped up. 
After a year and a half of garage- 
time — and the owner’s purchase of 
another Deuce from which needed 
’ parts could be pirated — it emerged as 
a very dependable street roadster and 
real stormer for occasional drags. @ 
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Hood panels from a ‘33 Chevrolet 
add a quaint touch to what is 
otherwise an entirely Ford car. 
Neither channeled nor severely 
dagoed, the Deuce gets flashy 
look from bright yellow color and 
tasteful use of chrome plate. 











BY GEORGE BURNLEY 


Neatness and good taste of own- 
er are illustrated by graceful 
abstraction on rear deck, and by 
simple, time-proven rear lighting 
arrangement. Rear end setup is 
from a ‘40 Ford with truck brakes 
and backing plates from a Lincoln. 





Simply install the new Moon Throttle, then its . . . 
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ONCE IN A great while one of our 
speed equipment manufacturers 
comes up with an item which deserves 
more space than can be allotted in 
Automart, a page devoted to display- 
ing the latest wares in the automotive 
field. Such is the case with this new 
foot throttle offered by Moon Automo- 
tive at 10935 S. Bloomfield in Santa 
Fe Springs, California. 

Though this throttle boasts more ad- 
vantages than immediately meet the 
eye, its best feature lies in the fact 
that it’s spring loaded. That’s right, 
you need no other return or helper 
springs anywhere else in your linkage 
setup — whether for a single, dual or 
other multiple carburetor arrange- 
ment. In addition, it has both side and 
heel grips so the foot won’t inadvert- 
ently slip out (nice feature for those 
rough-riding boats), a long-wearing 
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steel pivot pin, mounting pads for 
every conceivable type of throttle link- 
age and can be adapted to any type of 
car on flat, slanted or vertical surface. 

To overcome mounting problems, 
the pedal may be ordered with either 
of two mounting arrangements. The 
first type has its pivot near the center 
of the pedal, the other pivots at the 
heel. The pedal shown here was install- 
ed in the R & C pickup, mounted with 
the heel pivot. 

Moon Automotive also has available 
nearly every conceivable type of 
throttle rod, rod ends, bellcranks, etc., 
so those who want to build their own 
linkage may do so by ordering any of 
the reasonably priced components. 

Priced at just $6.75, the Moon 
Throttle will find its way onto the 
country’s fastest cars since the drivers 
want that Touch and Go feature. @ 
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Early installation of foot throttle in 
R & C's pickup proved to be wise 
move, saving many linkage prob- 
lems later on. Flanges on sides make 
it almost impossible for foot slip- 
page. Spring loading positively pre- 
vents sticking throttle in case of 
linkage or return spring failure. 


Parts used are all seadily available 
at war surplus stores, including ball- 
bearing mounting pads and rod 
ends. Portions of Ford throttle arms 
are brazed to each end of rod that 
passes through mounting pads. Moon 
stocks all types of throttle rods, rod 
ends and belicranks to serve every 
need of those who contrive their own 
linkage. Arrangement can be modi- 
fied to work with any automobile. 
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Typical installation involves marking and drill- 
ing four holes in firewall for ball-beoring 
mounting pads. Upper arm goes to carburetor 
linkage while lower connects to foot throttle. 























Foot throttle, either heel or center 
mounted, is connected to 
belicrank positioned on inner 
side of firewall keeping 

ninety percent of linkage 

in driving compartment. 


Center mounting bolted directly 
to firewall provide; ease of 
operation, foot comfort 

when low seating is required 
saving already small floor 
space. This is simple 
installation giving direct action 
at carburetors or injectors. 


Long belicrank, easily fabricated, 
pivots at firewall and supplies 
ample throttle travel. Adjustment 
holes may be drilled in upper end 
to change length of stroke. 
Especially useful in stock or 
modified cars when V8 engines 
have been installed and 

require throttle rod to pass 

over intake manifold. 
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In some instances, main bearing caps 
refuse to come off after the stud nuts 
have been removed. Since it is nearly 
impossible to find a way of gripping 
same and quite risky of damage to 
hammer or pry, the following method 
may sometimes be used with success: 

If the cap has a threaded hole in the 
center (for oil-line fittings or pan 
bolts) screw in a cap screw or fitting 
of the proper size, temporarily. Then, 
as shown in sketch, make a sliding 
hammer. Attach the free end to the 
bearing as shown and knock free. 
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When installing spring-type hose 
clamps on the lower radiator connec- 
tion it is often difficult to hold them 
in open position when slipped over the 
hose. To hold it open and also reach 
the desired location, do this: Get a 
length of %” copper tubing at least 
a foot in length. Squeeze the ends of 
the hose clamp together and insert 
them within the end of the tubing. 
Bend tubing to the best advantage for 
easy installation, When the clamp is 
properly located and installed, merely 
pull off the tubing. 
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proper tap. However, if a tap is paced 
able which has the correct pitch but a 
smaller diameter, the damaged thread 
may often be cleaned up by scraping 
with this tool. Also, such threads may 
sometimes be cleared by running down 
a bolt cut at 45° at the end. 


sour obfy om 
45° oma le ab. 
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Quite often when removing a tail 
pipe from a muffler, the two parts have 
rusted together and stick stubbornly. 
Since the metal is thin and easily = 
aged by hammering or twisting, the 
two parts may usually be separated by 
using the tool sketched below. It may 
be made by grinding a notch in an old 
spring leaf or tire iron. * 








ELDOM DO you see a customizing 

enthusiast tackle one of the larger 
cars for restyling purposes, but that is 
just what Jack Crabbs of Bettendorf, 
Iowa, did some four years ago. 

He and his family liked to travel, 
and they wanted to ride in solid com- 
fort with plenty of room for luggage, 
go he chose the long-wheeled ’48 Buick 
Roadmaster for his restyling project. 
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Originally, the car was a four-door 
sedan, but he wanted a two-door. He 
completely redesigned the interior and 
exterior, leaving out the rear door, 
widening the top by as much as 8% 
inches at the front, making it remov- 
able, and enlarging the trunk com- 
partment. The project took three years 
to complete with a total of over 3000 
hours expended. @ 




















TUNING 


FOR COMPETITIONO 








Blown ‘Bird in the slot at Performance Associates chassis dynamometer stall. Les Ritchey checks timing 
as shop co-owner, Warren Bowes, keeps an eye on the dyno instrument panel and records figures. 


ES RITCHEY, author of this and 

the preceding installments on mak- 
ing the FoMoCo go, is well qualified to 
give explanation of dynamometer use 
in setting up for a Sunday bash. In his 
Covina, California, shop, both engine 
and chassis dynos are available for 
analyzing the quirks of the machinery 
brought to him from all over the area. 
The R & C experimental Thunderbird 
is a regular visitor at PERFORM- 


ANCE ASSOCIATES, located at 1647 
W. San Bernardino Rd., and these 


_ photos show the car during tests there, 


as well as on the dyno at the McCulloch 
Supercharger plant in Inglewood, and 
several scenes taken from the drags 

Unseasonal weather conditions 
(snow, yet!) prevented running the caf 
immediately following last month’ 
blower installation to give a compar 
ison to the abilities of the normally 
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IOMON A CHASSIS DYNO 


hopping up the 


OES DYNO TUNING really do 
any good? The answer: This de- 
mpends on the proficiency of the op- 
‘erator and how much understanding 
Ihe has of the automobile being tuned. 
ttually, the dyno was built to simu- 
te road load and test the various cir- 
‘uits under all driving conditions. In 
‘Many ways the dynos being used in 
gome shops today are utilized to but 
a fraction of their capacity. Some are 
used for power timing only, and this, 
unless rigidly controlled by the op- 
erator, is erroneous. The practice of 
timing a car only at a steady speed 
with a maximum load against it, when 
you’re attempting to get the most out 
of the car in a quarter mile drag, 
doesn’t make much sense to me. This is 
because the load is always varying 
and is never fully realized until you’re 
peaked in a given gear. I feel that for 
the average driver, with what he ex- 
pects from his car, power timing, if 
it is going to be done, should be done 
at maximum torque r.p.m. in high 
gear. Enough for controversy, lets 
tune the R & C Bird for go/ 


aspirated engine, but, by George, we’ve 
got it now. 

After 350 easy, break-in miles on the 
big “356” "Bird engine, we headed for 
the nearest clocked quarter. Car 
weight at the line was approximately 
8400 Ibs. and runs were made with 6.70 
x 15 slicks on the ends of a factory- 
stock (unlocked) 3.73:1 rear end. With 
minor tuning, the speed achieved was 
100.55 mph with an elapsed time of 
MAY, 1957 


BY LES RITCHEY 


Instrument panel, mounted in roll-around cab- 
inet contains gouges to measure speed, rpm, 
power, and distribvtor cam angle. Controls 
are incorporated which govern the flow of 
cooling water, calibrate for 4, 6 or 8 cyis. 


MORE 


13.76 seconds 

Following the mounting of the Mc- 
Culloch wind machine, we chose the 
first nice Sunday to proceed with test- 
ing. The engine now had slightly more 
than 1000 miles against it. All other 
factors were as before. The top end 
showed at 108.30 mph and the elapsed 
time dropped to 13.46 seconds. Several 
changes are in the fire now to better 
both these figures. 








{ 


TUNING FOR COMPETITION ON A CHASSIS DYNO 


With the Bird in position on the 
rollers, the first gauge to hook up is 
the fuel analyzer. Actually, this read- 
ing cannot be tdlen as law, but it 
does let you know when the different 
circuits begin being effective. The next 








gauge hooked up records distribu 
cam angle. This gives you a positj 
reading on point gap and also she 
any small variances which may oc¢ 
at any given r.p.m., such as pol 
float or excessive bouncing. With du 


Dyno testing permits full usa 
of other shop instruments 
load similar to actual drivi 
conditions. Complete ignition 
circuit, including each indi 
plug wire, may be checked. 
Dual-coil ignitor is tested for 
exact synchronization, coils 
for possible breakdown at 
high rpm. Instruments in 
background compose Allen 
Unituner, which tells every 
except contents of the glove 
compartment. Below: Blasting 
off the line with similarly 
supercharged T'Bird, R&C's 
experimental machine turned 


108.30 mph to grab trophy. 





coil distributors, you also know if they 
are in exact synchronization, The next 
is the fuel pressure gauge, then vac- 
uum, and in the case of a blown car, 
such as the Thunderbird shown here, 
you would also use a pressure gauge. 


Back end of car is held down for better trac- 
tion on rollers. Tests are hoard on tires if 
foo extensive on top end. Flywheel on some 
model dynos gives same feel as on pavement. 





Next we hook up an Allen Unituner 
which is equipped with instruments 
which tell you the voltage and amp- 
erage to each and every plug wire, 
individually, plus being able to show 
the total crankshaft degrees of distrib- 
(Continued on p. 56) 


Combustion analyzer is affixed to exhaust 
pipe during runs. Fuel/air mixture may be 
checked at all speeds, under all load con- 
ditions. Jets can be changed to compensate. 
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228-page CATALOG—with 16 
pages of last minute NEW items! 
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FIRST 1957 Sa ves 50% Ritchey checks initial spark lead with timing 
light. Maxi lead i sed which will not 

ACCESSORIES on all ports for your a las te ite Ge ‘uation are 
Ports and Accessories for BT. 1 alata MT LINE T.| mashed, as in the starting line take-off. 
all makes and models of BT MIA TEA TTT 
cors from 1920 thre 19571 BET ee ae 











utor advance at any given engine 
r.p.m. A set of figures are recorded, 
running at maximum torgue speed 
under full load, which in this case is 
4200 r.p.m. Instrumentation is read 
and written down to avoid error. Then 
under partial load operation, the volt- 
age and amperage are checked at 
every spark plug. This gives us the 
condition of all electrical wiring and 
circuits including coils, condensers, 
ignition, resistors and secondary wir- 
ing. Next the check is made at 2000 
r.p.m. to find out the advance, meas- 
: ured in crankshaft degrees. Then the 
LC. WONTREY & CB. 1817 G-5 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, liteals car is driven on the dyno to 2000 


Mail This Coupon Today! =... r.p.m.s under light load. The load is 


| WHITNEY & OO.. 1917 U-S Archer A | then increased to eight inches of vac- 
takes 16, Ilinois uum, which is the normal time for 


i most power circuits to become effec” 
j tive, and a reading is taken on the 
i fuel analyzer to establish when it 
actually comes in. These checks give a 
Jj 








accessories 
of mailing 
me on 


_ I enclose 25 
$.00-or-more order. 


a concrete condition analysis of the 


various systems of the "Bird and any 
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N A CHASSIS DYNO 


"Kong" Jackson adjusts “Roto-Faze” ignitor 
with car on dyno. Ignition is ideal unit for 
use with blower as full mechanical advance sys- 
tem is unaffected by varying pressures in box. 


problems encountered at the time 
should be taken care of before going 
further. The next, and I feel the most 
important step, assuming the pre- 
vious checks were taken care of, is the 
subject of the advance curve. By check- 
ing and recording the readings every 
1000 r.p.m. under full load, starting 
at 2500, up to the r.p.m. that the 
counter weights have traveled to their 
limit, then returning to 2500 and tim- 
ing the engine for maximum output at 
these established r.p.m. points, the ad- 
justing for the difference between the 
two readings of horsepower and de- 
grees, we have found you can get a 
close rate of advance under actual ac- 
celerating conditions. This one change 
can help immeasurably. 

Utilizing the dyno flywheel, which 
is an “extra” not found on all chassis 
dynomometers, you can get a close 
idea of how much spark lead you can 
utilize, and which setting will the best 

(Continued on p. 64) 
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NOW OPEN to serve 
Southern California 








erformance 
ASSOCIATES 


1647 west san bernardino road, covine * ED 9-8047 








Cam Grinding €xtrasrdinarp 




















NEW for ’°57! 


Revised model ignitor is vented to prevent 
ozone build-up and eliminate moisture 
foul-out. 

A real necessity for top performance, por- 
ticularly on supercharged engines, including 
the factory-equipped, blown Ford. All FoMo- 
Co models now have tach drive in base — 
Ford, 'T Bird, Mercury, Lincoln & Continental. 
Other models available soon. 


Rotro-Faze 
a medals avin 9 ‘SS. 











Jackson Engineering Research & Design 
760A W. California * Glendale 3, California 


50% deposit on all orders. 
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LBUQUERQUE IS the place for 
a lot of dry desert climate, a few 
1953 DeSoto convertibles and one Leith 
Mitchell. Bringing the latter two to 
gether provides an interesting combina- 
tion which goes something like this: 
The DeSoto’s hood and deck ornamen- 
m) tation have been removed and the re- 
maining holes carefully filled and made 
» smooth once more, 55 Chevy headlight 
rims are fitted to the modified DeSoto 
fenders and the original chrome side 
strips deleted. The grille was formed 
from electrical wiring conduit tubing 
and then took a trip to the nearest 
chrome platers. A slight four inches 
between car and ground has resulted 
in a pleasing silhouette and the ob- 
server is all but blinded by the refrig- 
erator-white paint. 

The interior was tastefully, and 
thoroughly, redone and the white nylon 
top added by Tom Henderson of Scott 
Auto Trim, “Barney” Barnard of the 
Jones Motor Co. did all the body work, 
and Leith states that when school is 
out this June, he’s going in for many 
more alterations, so, watch out. @ 











;, 


IVING AND working within a 
stone’s throw of Hoover Dam, one 
would imagine all interests would be 
centered on this massive, complicated 
structure, however “’Tain’t so”. Not 
for J. D. Walker and his 1954 custom 
Ford convertible, anyway. 

Beginning with the inside, we find 
the seats are pleated and rolled red 
leather with red carpets, and the cus- 
tom top is white nylon with a small 
glass window for rear-viewing pur- 
poses. The hood has been “nosed” and 
the deck “decked”, rounding things off 
pretty well, 51 Olds taillights fill the 
gap where stock units once shone and 
radio reception is visibly improved with 
the addition of twin aerials. The head- 
er pipes are chromed and end in lakes- 
type plugs. The grille has been changed 
in its appearance with the use of a 
straight bar. 

The color is metallic bronze and 55 
Mercury hubcaps fill the space between 
the white walls. Henderson, Nevada, 
can well be proud of J. D. Walker and 
we might add that wherever there is a 
“Dam” there is sure to be a custom. @ 
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MORE LETTERS 
(continued from p. 7) 





DE-CHROME for $6 49 


DO-IT-YOURSELF onic 
e-Filling method. QUICK-EASY! 























CLUB FOUNDING 


There are many car enthusiasts in 
this town, enough so that a sound or- 
ganization could be founded. In this 
way we could work with various city 
officials, the police, etc., as a body and, 
perhaps, show the public of the area 
that hot rodding is as safe and sane 
a sport as there is. Problem: hew do 
we get a club started and learn the 
many necessary rules and regulations? 
George Marshall Flagstaff, Ariz. 


@ That's an idea worth praise and 
merit. Many groups are asking the 
same questions, For their benefit, the 
NHRA has brochures and booklets on 
organized hot rodding, club manage- 
ment and, even, organization of drag 
strips. Suggest you contact them at 
1171 North Vermont, Hollywood 29, 
California. 















AST LAST. .- A low-cost kit 


sports car now available in bare chassis or with 
running gear or complete with body!!! 





All prices F.O.B. L.A. Write for free brochure. 
SPORTS CAR, | 5122 Melrose Avenve 


ENGINEERING | 10; Angeles, Calif. 
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E INCREASING scarcity of suit- 

able bodies for rod material (T’s, 
A’s, Deuces, etc.) does not mean the 
strangulation of the fast, lightweight, 
street machine. 


Despite the nostalgia, that hits us 
hard when we get a glimpse of some 
tender little "29 roadster on °32 rails, 
or other typical hot rodder’s dreams, 
today’s enthusiast is aware that the 
old rod is not the slipperiest in this 
day’s fast-moving airstream. More and 
more of the old gang are eyeing the 
new fibreglass bodies currently on the 
market, such as the Devon, Spyder 
bydy and Bangert. 

It takes a lot less engine to pull a 
2000 Ib. fibreglass machine than it does 
to move any of the production stuff of 
3000-4000 Ibs. that is on the used car 
lots. The real rodder will always seek 
the light chassis to drop his mill into. 

One item which is not to be over- 
looked is the increasing availability of 
the early Corvette. The six-holed stove- 
bolt which propelled the rig is passe, 
but here is a reasonably light, well 
finished chassis in which to drop that 
huge bomb you’ve been building. 

As in all else, the rodder will wish to 
individualize his creation as well as 
make it more functional. With that in 
mind, let’s undertake the streamlining 
and modernization of the early model 
Chevy Corvette. 

MAY, 1957 
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Overly stubby and broad in appear- 
ance this model needs length to stay in 
fashion. ili of many of the 
parts is excellent, a credit to GM 
styling, and these we leave untouched. 
Working im fibreglass, it’s about as 
easy to go whole hog as to make minor 
changes. Go whole hog. 

A broad scoop on the hood will allow 
accommodation of any of the big V-8’s 
you may choose and take care of most 
carburetion systems. The nose is ex- 
tremely blunt. I suggest moving the 
grille assembly forward six or eight 
inches. The front fenders, too, should 
be extended. Headlights may be cov- 
ered with plexiglass in the manner of 
most ultra-clean foreign racing stuff. 
Sweep back on the wheel openings. 
This will add to the illusion of speed 
and assist tire cooling. Vents in the 
body sides break up the slab panel 
and may be functional for engine cool- 
ing or competition exhaust outlets. 

I was vastly impressed recently by 
the elongated rear fenders on a special 
built Lotus Mk. IX. The sleekness and 
balance achieved was tremendous, so 
let’s pilfer the idea for our Corvette. 
This may all be built up over the stock 
Mender panel. Little trim variations 
may be made depending on the owner’s 
desires. The overall effect is a more 
proportional, sleeker car — 
tomorrow’s street rod. © 





AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition “*All-in- 
ene’ Shop Methed course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in Protect th 
America’s BIGGEST Industry. We also give you Lear ' | 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, y . 
complete Tool Set. Write for information. » | 
Won't chip or peel. Water- 

TODAY for FREE BOOK & proof — fadeproof. Use on 

Luggage, Sports Equip- 











So. Figueroa Les Angeles 37, Calif. 
Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. write for FREEZE informa- 
e tion and color chart. 


| RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
¢ Oicy______________State, 1141 W. Gagh St. 
1 _( Shock it interested OMLY in Resident Schost Training st Los Angeles Chicago 21, ill. "Dept. &.c. 


FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 
IN THE NATION 
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TOBA 
For complete catalog on Em- 
biems, Jackets, s, 
+ any Es _ ——— informa- 


tion on how club 
and $1.00 Credit ‘Cortiheate ond 
Free Decal. 


STYUZED EMBLEM £2. 
~ Hellyweod 38 














MEMBERS RECEIVE: 
© Club |.D. Card 
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® Custom and Speed Problems 


. nates in Forming Clubs ' a OF AME R ICA 


DISCOUNTS ON: NATIONALLY ORGANIZED CUSTOM & SPEED CLUB 





© Hollywood Custom Accessories -—————- KUSTOMS OF AMERICA -—————: 


Ansen Speed pment Hellyweed Bivd., Hellyweed 28, California, RC-5 
" Cqat — hereby apply membership "in Kustoms of America and enclose 
© Jackets, T-Shirts 


© Lapel Pins, Emblems an official my card, windshield decal, ecit Kany Bo 
© Dash Plaques, Plates KOA news subscription and full association priv leges. 

© Trophies 

© Custom Rugs and Upholstery 

®@ Leading Monthly Auto Magazines civ 


Ne Age Limit We Car Necessary Open te Men & Women 

















Complete lowering will cost between $200 and 
$300, involves “Zing the frame, building 
up the rear kickup with extra material, rais- 
ing the tunnel through the center, re-arching 
the rear springs and other methods which 
can only be done after years of experience. 




















But we're not interested in all that jazz, all 
we want to do is get it DOWN. Okay, lets 
assume that you have got your lowering kits 
end that you are all ready to go. REAR END: 
The '49-'51 leaf-spring rear ends can be 
lowered with blocks and special U-bolts. 


Place a jack under the existing spring support, 
relieve the tension and loosen the nuts, lower 
the jack so that the lowering blocks can be 
slipped in place, remove the U-bolts and re- 
place them with the new ones. With that com- 
pleted, jack the spring into ploce and secure. 














The front end kit lowers the car by raising 
the spindle supports in relation to the lower 
control arm and the chassis, and the higher- 
tiding wheels bring the front end down. The 
upper A-orms are raised the same amovnt to 
keep the wheel movement within stock limits. 


- 


Although the drop modifies the stock up-and- 
down wheel travel relationship, the steering 
geometry is to remain basically stock. No need 
for me to go into the method of installing 
the kit ot this time, as they all come with 
complete instruction sheets. @ 

















ENGINEERING CO.—Milford, Pa. 
Dept. RCC-5 (Dealers Wanted) 
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RACING REPLACEMENT 


dealer inquiries invited 


BOX 422 ONTARIO. CALIFORNIA 





All NEW Fully Illustrated 
1957 CATALOG 


Speed and Power Equipment 
Chrome and Custom Accessories 








BUY AT CALIFORNIA PRICES 
America’s most comprehen- 


sive catalog of speed, 
power, custom and sofety 
equipment, complete with 
| prices. SEND FOR YOURS 
TODAY. 50¢ 


on 
first order. 
ff) 





‘oming 1-490 











TUNING FOR COMPETITIO?F 


for getting off the line. At the 
time the accelerating circuits of 
carburetors should be checked. The 
wheel is engaged on the speedomet 
side of the dyno rollers, lending inerti 
to the rollers. It actually takes 
place of the pavement, and for all im 
tent and purpose creates all the con 
ditions of clutching, breaking and 
accelerating, just as if you were on 
the highway or drag strip. 

After the initial spark lead position 
which is best for accellerating is 
found, then the rate of advance which 
the previous checking proved to be best 
can be utilized to its fullest extent 
This is done by changing the counter 
weight springs or limiting the total 
advance. Actually, in most cases, the 
factory has taken away some of our ac 
celeration qualities (speaking strictly 
for go) by not using enough spark 
lead. So, by limiting the advance cir 
cuit a specified amount and adding 


— 
—e 


Mets 


Ray Bell, of lodge, shows pulled plug & 
John Holthaus and Earl Page. Platinum pointed 
CTN 18 P plug is shade colder than factory 
plug, hence ideal for use with McCulloch 
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N A CHASSIS DYNO 


is amount taken away from the total 
gurve to the initial spark lead, low 
speed jump can often be enhanced with 
mo sacrifice on the top end. 

Due to varying conditions which are 


# bound to occur, these tune checks are 


not meant to be law, but they are as 
close to being correct for a given con- 
dition as we’ve found. If the car is 
to be tuned for the last top m.p.h., 
minute changes such as spark plug 
heat ranges, initial timing and even 
mixture (fuel/air ratio) should be 
made at the strip to compensate for 
weather and heat conditions which 
yary from day to day. This is espec- 
jally true when tuning supercharged 
engines, because a slight change in 
outside temperature can cause internal 
heat, and this costs you performance. 

We hope we’ve given some of you 
tuners a little food for thought. Go to 
it! — and Good Luck! © 


. 1400 Greenleaf Avenve 





EARN AS YOU LEARN AT HOME 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Eorn up to $125 a week ond more. Enjoy security — 
th h to service 50 million cars 
and 10 million trucks. New CT! Home Training prepores 
you in just o few months. Tools ond Tune-Up Kit sent. 
Write for FREE BOOKS. 

COMMERCIAL TRADES IMSTITUTE Gepe. A S21 
Chicage 26, Itineis 








VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS 
, _ HANDBOOK 


Ks 
— Ww, 


144 pages 
over 
150 illustrations 


Here is a brand new book every VW owner and 
prospective owner will want. Written by Clymer 
P i Editor, Hank 





— visited Evrope and 


OTHER CLYMER BOOKS 


[] 1956 INDIANAPOLIS YEARBOOK... 
FORD OWNER’S HANDBOOK 
ete of OWNER’S HANDBOOK... 

| As 6 OWNE 


CATALOG ON 100 AUTO BOOKS—FREE! 


Floyd Clymer _ bop. «c-s 


1268 Sovth Alvarado, Les Angeles 6, Calif. 
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NE OF the best investments you can make to improve the “road- 
ability” of your car is a set of high-performance tires. The horse- 
power race and the advent of 120-mph family cars have prompted 
several manufacturers to develop series of performance tires, and 
to make them available to anyone on special order through their 
dealers. (These tires are also standard equipment on some of our 
hotter stock cars — like the Chrysler 300C — and are used exclusively 
in stock racing.) 

Four distinct series are now available: The “Super Sports 
170” and “Track” series from Firestone; the “Blue Streak” series 
from Goodyear; and an “XP-140” series from U.S. Rubber. The 
Firestones have 6 plies and rayon cord, and are priced in the range 
from $30 to $60 each. The Goodyears and U.S. Royals feature 4 plies 
of nylon, and run $60 to $90. (These prices are roughly twice that 
of an equivalent standard tire.) 

In what ways are these tires different? By far the most important 
difference is the angle of the cord weave. As you know, the plies of 
cord in a tire carcass are alternately criss-crossed at an angle to 
the center line of the tread, This “cord angle” is a vital factor in 
the performance of any tire. If it were 90° (cords laid straight 
across from bead to bead) the tire would give a pillow-soft ride — 
but it would have no lateral stiffness, and would roll under the rim 
on a corner. Furthermore, centrifugal force at high speed would whip 
the casing like a bedsheet in a hurricane. Generally the best com- 
promise between ride and casing rigidity with a standard passenger 
car tire is achieved with a cord angle between 38 and 40°. 

Our special high-performance tire, on the other hand, will have 
a cord angle between 25 and 35°. This makes all the difference. 
It'll ride like a-haywagon . . . but the extra casing stiffness will 
resist the Geflection and distortion that kill the performance of a 
tire under hard operating conditions. The special tire will have 
about half the rolling resistance of a conventional tire at speeds 
above 90 mph (which should add 6 or 7 mph to the top speed of 
the average car) ; you won’t be tossing treads all over the place after 
a few miles at speed; the cornering power is greatly improved; and 
you have much more “feel” in a corner, due to more self-aligning 
torque about the steering spindle, and lighter treads, hard, stiffer 
rubber compounds, and better bonding between tread and carcass. 

The performance of these special tires must be experienced to 
be believed. One fast ride... and you'll never be without ’em! @ 
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“CARS 
OF 
THE 
WORL 


Biecsca: illustrated guide to every production 
car built in the world today ! Get the complete up- 
to-date world car picture from this terrific 
photo-packed new book; an essential reference 
for your automotive library. Complete specifica- 
tions on over 120 makes and models. . . all the 





facts you need to know to settle those automotive 
arguments with figures from this 4th edition of 
this world-accepted authority. 


OTHER FABULOUS TREND BOOKS ON SALE NOW! 


HOT ROD CUSTOM CARS 


ANNUAL 


1957 edition of 
world-accepted hot rod 
handbook. Features  in- 
clude complete construc- 
tion details for building 
a competition coupe in- 
cluding body and frame 
modifications all the way 
to photos of the com- 
pleted car. 13 specific 
frame and body modi- 


this 


<— 


ANNUAL 


Topping anything ever 
published, this collection 
of fabulous custom crea- 
tions and step-by-step 
photo stories on how they 
are built make this the 
greatest custom car book 
yet. Everything you want 
to know about restyling 
—how to make your own 
shaded headlights, hood 


fications for rods, 
photo-pictorial sect 


words and pictures; plus 
s on roadsters, lakesters 
tition coupes; latest inno- 
the new engines; 
flame painting and striping. 
is is the outstanding hot rod book of the 
year, filled with practical, ready to use facts. 


scoops, bumper exhausts and other custom spe- 
cialties. Here are glamorized pickups, sni 

i wagons, facts about striping 

Hundreds of photos of outstanding cust 

tions of the year. This is the greatest roundup of 
customs ever, from the spectacular te the smoothies 
that influence Detroit design. 


} TREND BOOKS 
: 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Colif 


8 1 om enclosing $ 85¢ each (to cover postage, etc 
Pleose send me the following books os indicated 





( 

Onty ( ) AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 1957 CARS OF THE WORLD 1957 CUSTOM CARS [) 1957 HOT ROD 
(« 

mail 


your order 





today!) ® 














HEDMAN HEDDER DISTRIBUTOR 


HONEST ENGINE 
ADAPTOR 
HEADQUARTERS 


V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST 


DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE $g% 


ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 
WITH ONE MUFFLER... $15.00 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS 18.95 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 
55-57 CHEVY—35-57 FORD—39-56 MERC 
—35-57 FORD PICKUPS 








V8 DUAL 
yeah 


DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES 
DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE 
ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 
WITH ONE MUFFLER 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack 
55-57 PLY.—50-51 CAD.—49-56 
51-55 STUDE.—53-57 DODGE-— 
55-56 PONTIAC 


FOLLOWING LESS MUFFLER 
53-56 BUICK—52-56 DESOTO—$13.95 
52-56 CHRYSLER—$16.95 








State type 

of transmission. 
Pay postage or 
express on arrival. 
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SURPRISE MONEY SAVER CATALOG 


SEND 25c FOR NEW 1957 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 





DUAL MUFFLERS 


RIGHT SIDE 








eee ee 


LEFT SIDE 


BOTH ONLY $4 O°: 


CHOICE OF GLAS 

OR STEELPACK (ALSO 57’s) 

FOR ALL FORD @ MERC @ CHEVY @ PLY 
THAT ARE EQUIPPED WITH FACTORY DUAL 
EXHAUST. GIVE PARTICULARS OF YOUR CAR. 





EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. 
Dash control kit 
is included. 


SEND $2 


Postpaid 














Box RC 1904 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 














